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102-1365 4 June 1992 Washington, D C
STRONG FOUNDATIONS - Construction of a new U S Department of Agriculture
(USDA) bee research laboratory in Weslaco is one step closer to getting
underway. USDA officials recently informed me that a McAllen-based
construction firm will be awarded the $2.7 million construction contract.
This new facility will allow USDA to expand its research on a variety
of honeybee problems, including the spread of the Africanized honeybee,
improving crop pollination, and control of parasitic mites. It was in
last year's agricultural appropri~tions bill that your Congressman was
able to win congressional approval of funding for this ·new facility and
actual construction of the USDA Agricultural Research Service laboratory
will begin following an anticipated July 6, 1992 groundbreaking ceremony.
On a separate but related issue, it was truly a privilege to be the
honored guest of Hidalgo County agricultural producers for the recent
formal opening and dedication ceremony of the Kika de la Garza USDA Service
Center in Edinburg.
The facility, which houses area offices for the Agricultural
Stabilization and Conservation Service, Soil Conservation Service, Federal
Crop Insurance· Corporation and Farmers Home Administration, will serve
all the people in Hidalgo County whose livelihoods are connected with
agriculture. The honor was humbly accepted on ,behalf of all those who
have touched my life along the way -- p~rticularly those involved in the
production of food and fiber.
IF IF # il
A LITTLE CLARIFIGATION - Occasionally, even the smallest statements can
be taken out of context and as a result, grossly misconstrued. During
the debate on the 1990 Farm Bill, there was much confusion about
agricultural expenditures. Two major points are worth noting here. First,
agricultural expenditures represent less than four-percent of the entire
Federal budget, and second, commodity programs represent less than
one-percent.
There are 25 titles in the 1990 Farm Bill including but not limited
to food stamps, foreign assistance, trade, forestry, conservation, research,
(more)
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child nutrition, rural development, rural electrification, and rural water
and telephone systems.
The agricultural dollar turns over approximately 5 to 7 times in
a local economy. So it stands to reason that all of society benefits
from a strong and viable agricultural industry. If farmers and ranchers
fail to make a profit, they will not be able to purchase new vehicles,
tractors or trucks, which in turn means the local dealerships will not
be ab Ie to make purchases ... and so on ... and so on. The ripple effect
can be felt everywhere, but especially in the rural parts of the country
where small communities are heaVily dependent on agriculture.
American farmers and ranchers produce the most abundant· and safest
food supply system in the world. Their extreme efficiency means American
consumers spend the smallest percentage of their disposable income than
any of the industrialized nations of the world. This, my friends is a
good bargain for less than one-percent of the federal budget.
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SENIOR SCAMS - If you're over 65, con artists are very interested in you.
Swindlers are especially drawn to seniors because they are stereotyped
as more trusting and willing to spend money than other age groups. And
with more disposable income, many seniors are able to spend more freely.
In fact, nearly one-third of those swindled by unscrupulous salespeople
are over 65.
Many scams are run out of "boiler rooms" which are rented offices
fi lled with crafty salespeople.
resistance to their sales pitches.
They call often hoping to wear down your
Television, . print, and direct mail advertising are other popular
routes to your wallet. Television commercials urge you to call "900"
numbers but make it difficult for you to calculate the cost of the call.
Many people end up with the information they wanted, but with a large
charge on their phone bill.
If you suspect a bad deal, protect yourself by either getting
information in writing, or by contacting your local Better Business Bureau.
The Federal government has more helpful information on telephone and
marketing scams, and to learn more, you may contact my Washington office
for a free copy of the Consumer Information Catalog.
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VISITORS FROM HOKE -
Diego De La Garza,
Rosa.
Richard Goodwin of Alice; Christi Cantu, Diane Cameron,
and Ray Prewett of McAllen; and Sam Sparks of Santa
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